
 Information Literacy Assessment Rubric 
 
 

 Does not meet standard 
0-1 points 

Meets basic standard  
2-3 points 

Meets and exceeds standard  
4-5 points  

Score 

Standard 1.  
Determine the nature and 
extent of information 
needed. 

  
  

Does not have a focused research 
question/statement. 
Finds little or no background 
information on the topic. 

Has a focused research 
question/statement.  Finds background 
information in one or two sources and 
makes adjustments to the research 
statement by broadening or narrowing 
the topic. Identifies key concepts and 
terms. 

Has one or more focused research question(s) 
and subdivides the topic into manageable parts. 
Finds background information in more than two 
sources and in a variety of formats (print, 
electronic, media, the interview). Identifies key 
concepts and alternative terms. Uses new 
information to make adjustments to the research 
plan by broadening, narrowing, revising.  

 

Standard 2. 
Access the Needed 
Information Effectively 
and Efficiently. 
 
 

Does not identify the information 
type needed or limits to one 
resource type (book, article, etc.) 
and format (electronic, print, subject 
database).  Unknown or single 
unrevised research strategy.  
Retrieves basic or inappropriate 
information. 

Identifies the information type needed 
(book, article, etc.) and format 
(electronic, print, subject database). 
Uses a research strategy to fulfill the 
information need with little revision.  
Retrieves appropriate information but 
uses less than 3 information resources. 

Identifies the information type needed (book, 
article, etc.) and format (electronic, print, subject 
database). Uses a research strategy to fulfill the 
information need, revises the strategy as 
needed, and retrieves appropriate, varied, in-
depth information. 

 

Standard 3. 
Critically Evaluate 
Information 
 
 

Uses information without evaluating 
or minimally evaluates based on one 
type of criteria:  credibility, bias, 
relevancy and level 
(popular/scholarly). Uses 
information at face value without 
extrapolating text to satisfy the 
information need and arrive at 
conclusions.  Does not revise the 
search strategy. 

Evaluates some information sources for 
credibility, bias, relevancy and level 
(popular/scholarly). Extrapolates text to 
satisfy the information need and arrive at 
conclusions.  May revise the search 
strategy when necessary. 

Evaluates multiple information sources for 
credibility, bias, relevancy and level 
(popular/scholarly). Extrapolates text to satisfy 
the information need and arrive at conclusions.  
Revises the search strategy if necessary. 

 

Standard 4.  
Use Information 
Effectively to 
Accomplish a Purpose 
 
  

Does not use information to draw 
conclusions, relay concepts, or 
deliver new information.  
Ineffectively uses paraphrasing , 
quotation, or summarizing. Poorly 
communicates/presents the 
information in a format that may be 
inappropriate for the assignment.   
 

Uses information from limited or similar 
sources to draw conclusions, relay 
concepts, or deliver new information. 
May overuse paraphrasing , quotation, or 
summarizing. Effectively 
communicates/presents the information 
in a format that is appropriate for the 
assignment.   
 

Paraphrases/quotes/summarizes/integrates 
information from a variety of sources to draw 
conclusions, relay concepts, or deliver new 
information. Effectively communicates/presents 
the information in a format that is appropriate for 
the assignment.   
 

 

Standard 5. 
Use Information Ethically 
 
 

Does not cite the source when 
presenting the work of others or 
uses citation style irregularly with 
frequent errors. 

Uses citation style consistently when 
presenting the work of others but may 
have errors. 

Uses citation style consistently and accurately 
when presenting the work of others 

 

 Passable Score = 10                              
Total  Score: 
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